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THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, July 12, 1834.

THE OFFICE OF CORONERS.

COMMUNICATIONS are still forwarded to
us fron all parts of the country, couched
in terns of strong reprehension of the

COROIER’S BILL now before Parliament.

It wil be recollected that a verbatim copy
of tlH document itself was published by
us in THE LANCET of the 21st of June,
conseluently the Bill has been examined
by th! members of the medical profession, 
and tie result seems to be a general con-
demmtion of its provisions. A corre- 

sponcent, who for many years has taken 
a d&oelig;p interest in this subject, asks," whether it would not be advisable to
convene meetings of the profession in 
order that the House of Peers might be

petiioned against the Bill ?" In reply to 
this question, we may state, that from I
what has already transpired in the Upper IHoise relative to this measure, that such

a proceeding is not necessary, and, pro-
batly, is not advisable. The Bill has not

onE zealous supporter in the House of

Lords, it moves, therefore, at only a tor-
toise-like speed before that assembly, and
from what has already transpired, it is

certain that it will be sent back to the

House of Commons (that is, presuming 
that it should be returned at all to the :

lower assembly), an entirely altered do-
cument, or, at least, the main features of 
the Bill will be so changed that its old
friends will be incapable of discovering 
any points which could enable them to re- B
cognise it, as the measure which had been I
read a " third time" in the House of Com- i
mons. We may remark too, that several 

Bof the Peers have insisted that the remu-
neration clauses must be changed, con-

tending that the existing allowances made
to coroners are sumciently remunerative of

I their official labours. Twenty shillings
for an inquest, and ninepence per mile
travelling expenses, constitute a sufficient
reward, probably, for the services of at-
torney coroners. But if men qualified for
i discharging the duties belonging to the

) ! office of coroner were made to fill that

1I office, were required by law to preside
over courts of inquisition; we believe,
. if the present rate of payment were

doubled, the public would be the chief

ygainers by the alteration ; and this after
’, all is the consideration which should guide
d our legislators in their decision. As the

i, coroner’s office is now conducted, it is forthe most part an useless institution.
The principle, which led to its first es-

tablishment, remains, of course, as pure,
patriotic, and as popular as ever, but the
frame-work and details of the executive

department, by rendering what ought to
be the governing principle inoperative,
subvert the very purposes which the

Coroner’s Court was designed to accom-

plish by our intelligent, far-seeing ances-
tors. At that period the science of medi-
cine was unknown in England, and, con.
sequently, no provision was made for ren-
dering the principles and practice of that
science subservient to the authority and
utility of the Coroner’s office. But it is

not our object on this occasion to go into

any inquiry regarding the utility of the
Court of Inquisition, because the useful-
ness of the office under a proper system of

government is acknowledged by every
man wlio is capable of forming a correct

opinion with reference to the maintenance
of the judicial privileges of the commu-

- nity. As Coroners are elected by the

i) people, so was the Coroner’s office espe-
dally designed to protect the interests

.1 of the people, - to shield the weak

- against the tyranny of the strong,-to
- guard the peaceful citizen against the

e  fury or unbridled rage of the cruel

agent of power,-to trace out the first-
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steps of crime, and thus relieve the

innocent from the curse of undeserved

suspicion, and impose upon the guilty the
last and most weighty responsibilities of
the law. When viewed under such im-

pressions,-when estimated with reference
to what this office is actually capable of

achieving for the public, it must be ac-

knowledged that there has not been

handed down to us by our forefathers a

single institution which demands from

us a higher share of admiration and confi-
dence. But the abuses of this office are

most glaring, and the defects in adminis-

tering its functions are numerous and

almost disgusting. Who then can ob-

serve without dismay, that a new bill

has been introduced into Parliament re-

lating to Coroners, without containing a
single clause which entitles the measure
to the approbation or support of any one
man who is conversant with the details

of the subject to which the measure is
designed to refer? That such a defective

miserable document was certain of elicit-

ing, not only the disapprobation, but also
the indignation of the profession, it was
reasonable to predict. And now that the

measure has been examined, and is tho-

roughly understood, there is not a sin-

gle member of the profession who would
hesitate to make a personal or pecuniary
sacrifice, rather than allow such a mon-
strous piece of imbecility and incongruity
to become the law of the land.

Independently of the obnoxious pro- 
visions of several clauses of the bill, ’’,
there are many passing indications which
are calculated to produce a well-founded
confidence that this measure will at no

period receive the Royal assent; and that
its passing the two Houses of Parliament
during the present session is in the

highest degree improbable. The dissolu-

tion of the GREY Ministry is not an event
which is at all calculated to facilitate the

progress of this measure, or to relieve the

two legislative Assemblies fron that

heavy pressure of public busines which
has proved so embarrassing to their

proceedings. Under these circumstances

we are not disposed to recommeid that

meetings of the profession should be

called for the purpose of petitioniig the
Lords against the bill ; but we woulcearn.

estly advise every medical practitioier to
keep a watchful eye on the movemeits of

Parliament with respect to this bill and

should an attempt be made to carrr the
measure through the House in its pnsent
ill-constructed condition, let all the in-

fluence which it is in the power o’ the

profession to make be exercised so is to

dissuade the Peers from sanctioning bill

which might -be productive of nuch

mischief, but which can never prov4 an

instrument of benefit to any portioi of
the community.

Present appearances certainly would

seem to justify us in believing that

nothing more will be heard of the

Coroner’s Bill during the present session
of Parliament. It does not follow, h6w.
ever, that because the enemy is not sem,

that he is either dead or has taken a nial

flight. Hence, prudence admonishes us
to remain at our posts, and to be at all

times prepared for a renewal of tie

conflict.

AN action, in which Mr. PURSELL, a

highly-respectable surgeon and apothecary
residing at Stockbridge, in Hampshire,
was plaintiff, was lately brought against
Messrs. STEPHENS and MOAT, the printer
and proprietor of the Christian Advocate,
a London weekly newspaper, for a libel

contained in an advertisement inserted in

the number of that journal for October 7,
1833, by Messrs. MoRisoN and MOAT,
quack medicine venders, of the New Road,
London. The defendants in the first in-

stance pleaded " a justification," but a few

days before the action was appointed to be
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tried, with drew that plea from the-record, 
and suffered judgment to go by default. il’
On Tuesday last a jury assembled in the I
Court of Common Pleas, Guildhall, to

settle the amount of damages, when FIVE
HUNDRED POUNDS were awarded to the
plaintiff. We shall probably publish a
brief report of the proceedings as they
occurred in court, in the next number of

this Journal. MoRisoN, we are informed,
pays upwards of SEVEN THOUSAND

rourrns a year to Government for the

three-halfpenny stamps with which his

boxes of trash are plastered! ! What must

be the character of that Legislature which
thus submits to be bribed into a tole-

ration of a system so disastrous to the

public health, and which, if it were a

little more widely extended, would com-
plete the ruin of the medical profession,
as it has already proved the disgrace of
medical science in this country ? If the

sale of " secret remedies" is not abolished

by law, no new enactment for effecting me-
dical reform will possess the value of the

paper on which the clauses are written.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. - The

following is a list of witnesses who have
been examined by the Medical Committee
since Friday last :-

Drs. FLErCHER, 1. A. ROBERTRON, and
SHARPEY, of Edinburgh.

Professors T. THOMSON and R. LEE ;
Drs. CORKINDALE and SMALE, and Mr.
BucHANAN, of Glasgow.

Professor CLARKE, and Drs. HENDER-
sox and DAVIDSoN, of Aberdeen; and
Professor BRIGGS, of St. Andrew’s.

INTERCEPTED LETTERS.

[THE LECTURE ON MIDWIFERY DELI- 

VERED BEFORE THE MEDICAL COM-
MITTEE.] 
" DEAR SIR HENRY, - Having been

accidentally at the board-room of St.

George’s Hospital, it was hinted to me

that I should be examined by the Medical

Committee, as they considered me to be
at the head of the Accoucheur department.
I think it but respectful towards you, who
hold so prominent a situation in the
classical and scientific atmosphere of this
country, and whose moral example is so

duly estimated, though not always fol-

lowed, by your professional brethren, to
state what I think I ought to say on this
important occasion, and I am also con-
fident that your extended experience and
great tact may suggest to me some ap-
propriate, and at the same time delicate,
answers to the interrogatories which the

committee may make." I anticipate being asked how it was
that I became a licentiate of your College,
- in fact, by what means I got a degree.

" Now it does not appear to me neces-

sary to expose the precise nature of all
your kind offices with the ARCHBISHOP
OF CANTERBURY, and the difficulties we

had to overcome in getting his HOLINESSbrought over to our ways of thinking. I

therefore propose to state to the com-
, mittee, that you, my kind friend, some
f years ago, were good enough to say thatit would be acceptable to the College of
Physicians if I uere to become one of their
 members, and that you did me the honour

to invite me to become a licentiate of the
College, abandoning my own former col-

e lege-the College of Surgeons. And I
must say that I consider the event to be
one of the chief of my life; it is one
which has given me the highest personal
gratification.
 It is also probable that I shall be
asked, besides, what is the honour at-
tached to being a licentiate of the College
of Physicians,&mdash;what advantage I receive
in practice from being a licentiate of that
College.

11 I will then state, that at the com-
mencement of my education (which was
exceedingly imperfect) I should have

thought it no greater honour to be a

licentiate of the College of Physicians than
a Fellow of the College of Surgeons;
but circumstanced as I was in later life,
and invited, without application on my part,
to become a licentiate of the College of
Physicians, I did consider it to be an

exceeding great honour to be a mem-

ber of one of the most learned bodies
in this country.

. 

" With regard to pecuniary considera-
tions, it was a positive loss; for until I
had the honour of being invited to the
College of Physicians, I performed a va-

l 
riety of operations, none of which I should

t- think it right to perform now. The pub-
e lie must suppose, that since I have had al Lambeth degree, my knowledge of such


